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Our 
Vision 

Statement  
To become a vibrant, 

benevolent congregation that 
serves God’s creation both 
locally and globally.   

A congregation that offers 
meaningful and inspirational 
ministries and worship for all 
ages that honor and praise 
God while maintaining the 
feel of an intimate family in 
Christ.   

Also, a congregation that 
provides opportunities for all 
to be involved in ministries 
and programs that foster the 
development of gifts in all 
people needed to sustain and 
expand God’s mission. 

Lutheran Church of the Resurrection 
A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran church in America 

1950 Nagel Road 
Cincinnati OH  45255 

VOLUME 50, ISSUE 9

SAUSAGE MAKING: 
First St SE, Washington, DC   

and 1950 Nagel Road, Cincinnati, Ohio 

“There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called 
to the one hope of your calling, one Lord, one faith, one 
baptism, one God and Father of all, who is above all and 

through all and in all.” – Ephesians 4:4-6 

 In April 2018, I used some of my continuing education time to 
participate in Ecumenical Advocacy Days in Washington, DC at the 
invitation of the leader of the ELCA AMMPARO Strategy (our 
denomination’s ministry to migrants from Mexico and the Southern 
Triangle countries).  The theme of that year’s program was migration.  I 
heard keynote speeches, participated in workshops, and fellowshipped 
with others from a wide array of denominations and churches who were 
interested in immigration ministry and policy.  The culmination of the 
program was when we journeyed to Capitol Hill to meet with our 
legislators and advocate for biblically-just immigration policy.  As we 
were walking to the Capitol Building on First Street SE, one of the ELCA 
advocacy leaders pointed to the building and said, “That is where they 
make the sausage!” 

 I had never heard that term used to describe our nation’s 
legislative process but knowing a little bit about it (Don’t we all from 
watching the news coverage of Washington DC!), it occurred to me that 
the metaphor was spot on!  We watch, ad nauseum and perhaps with 
some level of frustration, as Republicans and Democrats try to legislate 
policy “for the people.”  It is challenging enough that the parties 
fundamentally disagree with each other, but even more confounding that 
they often can’t even agree among themselves!  Somehow, out of this 
centuries-old democratic structure, through these seemingly flawed 
individuals who are overly influenced by money, the “sausage” is made 
and our nation is governed.  

 In a way that I have not experienced at LCR in my pastoral tenure, 
the past year, beginning with the Jubilee Campaign Phase I last fall, has 
seemed like sausage-making to develop a vision and ministry plan for 
our church!  Some of this has been visible to the congregation, but most 
of it has not.  Your Church Council has worked hard to bring us to the 
present moment with a view to the November 2021 Annual 
Congregational Meeting at which time the “sausage” will be offered to the 
congregation.  The process has been a bit messy, but more and more, I 
am feeling confident that the Spirit is guiding us to a vision.   

(continued on next page) 
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SAUSAGE MAKING (CONTINUED) 

SAUSAGE MAKING (continued) 
Between now and November, every member of our congregation can, dare I say should, take part 

in this process.  Why do I say that?  The verses from Ephesians are instructive; because unity is a 
fundamental objective in the Body of Christ!  To arrive at unity when we recognize that we have such 
disparate ideas in our congregation, it will require the process of “sausage-making.”  Rather than use the 
secular term, perhaps I should offer the faith-based term – DISCERNMENT.  Here are the ways that you 
can participate and help to give your church a clear and faithful vision plan by the time that it is 
presented at our Annual Meeting: 

  Pray for your Church Council members.  They have been working hard for a year to try and put the 
pieces together that will be the ingredients of our sausage; Jubilee Campaign Phase I, Jubilee 
Campaign Phase II, big-dream proposals, the Streng House, building replacements and repairs, 
outreach hopes and desires, a digital strategy plan; and the dollars and cents attached to all of this. 

 Be patient with your Church Council.  While it may seem like there has been ample time to pull all of 
this information together, remember that we are a volunteer-led organization.  You cannot compare 
the administrative process of a church to a corporation, or even to a not-for-profit.  The process in the 
church takes longer. 

 Be informed.  I am gratified for congregational participation in the two forums that we had in August.  
That was a beginning for the Council to share information and hear feedback.  I have suggested that 
we should have one more round of forums at the end of September to offer more clarity about our 
financial picture and our mission plan.  With your input at those forums, the Council will have as 
much information as it needs to finalize a mission and ministry plan.  There will be documents made 
available before the next forums.  Please take time to read them, digest them, talk to Council 
members about them, and offer your feedback at the forums. 

 Be positive, because you have every reason to be!  While we may not be able to fund every ministry 
proposal – building depreciation restricted accounts, building repairs, outreach proposals, the entirety 
of the digital strategy plan, etc. – the fact is that we will be able to address many of those hopes and 
needs.  We can facilitate all of this because of the congregation’s generous giving to the Jubilee 
campaigns and the fact that we have paid off our mortgage. 

 Trust your Church Council and your pastors.  You have called and elected us to lead and to make 
challenging decisions.  The process that we are engaged in is very intentional.  We want your 
feedback along the way!  But once we have gotten your feedback, the Council will “grind the 
sausage” to the best of its ability through prayer and discernment.  When the ministry and mission 
plan is presented at the Annual Meeting in the form of a budget, I doubt that any member of our 
church is going to be totally pleased.  That is clearly not possible among 170 families seeking unity.  
My hope is that the vast majority of our congregation will be satisfied and that all of our members will 
recognize that we submit to the Spirit of the Body. 

 Live into the 2022 mission plan by practicing stewardship and discipleship.  At our first forum, one of 
our members made an astute observation.  He said, “To expect that giving in our congregation is 
going to remain the same after we retire the mortgage is a big hope.”  He is right!  But there is a tried 
and true adage in the world of church stewardship, “Christians give to mission!”  At our second forum, 
our president, Kris Kant, made another astute observation.  She said, “I am going to increase my 
giving and I expect the congregation to increase its giving in 2022 because we are not giving to 
paying a mortgage – principal and interest – but we are giving to ministries that will change lives!”  I 
hope that every one of our members has such excitement as you consider your time, talent, and 
treasure to support our mission. 

“There is one body and one Spirit.”  In all of our diversity, let us submit together to the common 
good of LCR for the sake of the world, as we discern it.  At the first forum, one of our members, in all of 
his excitement over the good that has happened and in anticipation of all of the possibilities that lie 
ahead, coined a new word – JUBILICIOUS.  My prayer is that when the Council presents our plan for 
ministry at the Annual Meeting, every LCR member will say, “This sausage is Jubilicious!” 
Peace,  Pastor Zorn 
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LEARNING THIS FALL 

Fun and Learning this Fall 
A new ministry year is upon us, another weird ministry 
year. Once again, we’ll have to do things differently 
than in so many years past to help keep one another 
and our children safe. When it first started to look like 
another unusual year in July, I couldn’t help but 
lament. I had been looking forward to some normalcy 
and more possibilities of ways to connect and worship, 
learn and grow. In the last few weeks though, the most 
amazing thing has happened -- my lament has been 
transformed! I am genuinely excited for what this 
year’s ministry and education with Children, Youth, and 
Families will look like! 

Sunday School PreK - 5th grade -- If you didn’t hear in 
worship or on the live stream, Sunday school will be 
quite a bit different this year. PreK - 5th Graders will 

participate together, learning about God and Jesus like in an old “one room schoolhouse.” While the 
weather is good, this group will meet in the Memorial Garden from 11am-Noon on Sunday mornings 
beginning September 26. When the weather is poor, this class will meet in the fellowship hall fully 
masked. Pastor Nicole will be the primary leader with support from the Orange Team. We will explore a 
wide variety of bible stories through various media; coloring, painting, lego building, Wikki stix, felt work, 
and more. We’ll also begin each session learning about and practicing liturgy. Kids will have the 
opportunity to light candles, set the altar, read the scripture, pray for folks here and around the globe, 
and learn about the seasons of the church year. This is also an opportunity for our Sr. High youth. If any 
would like to come on board and help provide leadership and build relationships with younger kids during 
the Sunday school hour this year, let Pr. Nicole know. We’d love to have you! Register kids and youth for 
Sunday School at https://forms.gle/DhjEFDzfZWU2RqFg8 

Sunday School 6th, 7th, and 8th grade -- This class will be populated by the same kids in the Catechism 
program. They too will have the opportunity to meet outdoors when the weather is good, meeting inside 
in the double classroom fully masked when the weather is poor. Register middle school youth for 
Sunday School at https://forms.gle/DhjEFDzfZWU2RqFg8 

Catechism -- Catechism will also look different this year. 6th, 7th, and 8th graders in the Catechism 
program will continue to acolyte, fill out worship notes, and meet together for instruction and field trips. 
Pr. Nicole is working hard to find new activities and ways for the group to meet that will keep Catechism 
fresh and fun, while also being safe. New this year will be a trip to Stonelick State Park to take part in the 
Observatory’s After Dark, Star Gazing Experience as we spend time with the Creation story. We will also 
make a trip to the Labyrinth at the Jesuit Spirituality Center in Milford this fall when we learn about the 
Exodus and wandering in the wilderness. We’re hopeful for good weather that fun activities like the Fall 
Corn maze Trip can happen, too. Catechism begins on September 25th/26th weekend. New Catechism 
students will receive their Small Catechisms in worship that weekend, and Catechism’s kick off meeting 
will be the 26th at 5pm with Acolyte Training to follow from 6-6:30pm. Register for Catechism at 
https://forms.gle/xp87JTsVt9KzrvM19 

Fun Upcoming Intergenerational October Events for All Ages -- Make plans to participate in two other fun 
events this Fall for children, youth, families, and members of all ages.  

● LCR is planning a fun Halloween movie viewing October 16th. Halloweentown, Hocus Pocus, Ernest 
Scared Stupid, and Casper are the options -- RSVP to attend and cast your vote by visiting this link 
https://forms.gle/QCV5taFATxYmgXhs5 

● We are also planning a Nerf Battle (aka Capture the Flag with Nerf Darts for tagging on LCR’s 
property) October 24th, kids vs adults -- the young and the young-at-heart are invited to Capture the 
Flag! 



 RECONCILING IN CHRIST (RIC)  

 

 Personal Pronouns – what does that mean?  

Personal pronouns are the set of pronouns a person wants others to use when talking to or about them. 
Understanding there is a difference between a person’s sex, gender identity, and gender expressions 
makes the use of pronouns important. Asking someone “What pronouns do you use?” is a great way to 
hospitably see, name, and care for LGBTQIA+ people.  

Here are a few helpful ways to use pronouns:  

1. Ask people what their pronouns are when you meet them. “I want to make sure I am using the proper 
pronouns for you, which pronouns do you use?  

Example: My pronouns are she/her/hers. That means when you speak to me or speak about me, 
you would say, “I think she is coming back. Her coat is still here. I want to be sure it’s hers.”  

Most common pronouns are she/her/hers, he/him/his, they/them/theirs, but the LGBTQIA+ community 
uses various pronouns so it’s good to ask.  

A single person can use the pronouns they/them/theirs because that is their preferred pronouns. In that 
case you would say, “They will be back for their book. I saw them bring it into the building. Their name is 
on the inside page of the book.”  

2. Add pronouns to the signature of your emails.  

Example: Teresa Ahrenholz (she/her/hers)  

3. Make space for people to add their pronouns to name tags 
for events and gatherings.  

4. If you make a mistake and someone corrects you, thank 
them for teaching you their personal pronouns.  

We’re all learning these things together. If your memory fails 
and you can’t remember the person’s pronouns, you can 
always call them by their name.  

Page 4 

RIC // PIG ROAST // THANKS 

Hello everyone,  

I want to thank you 
all for serving our 
community. With 
your help, we 
provided food to 
107 families (361 

individuals) – including one homeless 
man that Father Tom was helping during 
the mobile. Over 45% of the families 
served were new to IPM. I am delighted 
to share that Last Mile provided 
approximately 1,200 pounds of rescued 
produce!!! 

We are blessed by your generosity to 
serve those in need. 

Alida Hart, President and CEO Inter 
Parish Ministry Food Pantry 

Please join us for the Annual 
Pig Roast Potluck at LCR on 
Sunday, September 19th at 
11.30 am (following the tree 
planting). We will be serving 
the food in the Fellowship Hall 
and eating outside, so 

PLEASE BE SURE TO BRING FOLDING CHAIRS TO SIT 
ON.  If you prefer, you can bring plastic containers, pick up 
your food, and take it home. 

Please bring food to share according to your last name: 

Cookies - Bring if your last name starts with A-J 

Baked beans or other side - Bring if your last name starts 
with K-S 

Fruit, vegetable or cole slaw - Bring if your last name 
starts with T-Z 

See more information and to sign up to help on the 
following SignUpGenius:  https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/30E0545ADAE2EA0FA7-help 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0545ADAE2EA0FA7-help
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0545ADAE2EA0FA7-help
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MULBERRY COMMUNITY GARDENS // CONTEMPLATIVE SPEAKERS 

A VISIT TO MULBERRY 
COMMUNITY GARDENS 
Mulberry Gardens (located in Meigs County, one of the 
most poverty-stricken counties in Ohio) consists of nine 
raised beds and several large pots for herbs; with wishes 
for more as time and resources permit. 

Their signage notes the garden’s name with several 
donors including LCR listed on the top.  

 The garden is next to a former school building that today 
houses the food pantry kitchens, resale/free store, 
meeting spaces and dining areas. They also have the 
school showers available for homeless bathing.  The 
Rotary Club meets in the building. 

Three garden beds are open to the community for 
planting and sharing.  Five are reserved for the food pantry and one is reserved for disabled residents. 

The pantry feeds 100 people every Tuesday and Thursday.  This is up from 36 diners each day last 
year.  The vegetable crops from the garden beds added greatly  to the pantry’s ability to increase  variety 
in the meals and number of meals.  

Initial crops included tomatoes, squash, kale, mustard greens, tomatillos, lettuce, carrots, green beans, 
broccoli, turnips, radishes, cabbage, jalapenos and potatoes.   They used the season to learn which 
crops could do the best. 

The garden will receive fall plants being donated from a local greenhouse in the next couple of weeks. 

They are also considering adding a few apple trees next spring to this property or a property nearby. 

Steve & Linda Jones also toured the building and the kitchen.  They have 
received grants and local support to add well needed large freezers and 
equipment to make food storage and food prep more efficient.  

The pantry works closely with the local farmers market.  They receive and buy 
some produce as needed. They have regular volunteers that have helped 
make the program successful. 

Both Dixie and Peggy reiterated how much they appreciate LCR’s interest and 
donation.  We had a significant impact on their program and the community. 

(Note: LCR provided a $3,000 grant to this ministry from the 2020 Hunger Appeal.) 

Fall Speakers for the Contemplative Services 

LCR Center for Meditation and Contemplation is excited to share the slate of visiting speakers this fall. 
For September, IHM member, Jack Newfield will present a short reading by theologian Ilia Delio, a 
Franciscan Sister with degrees in both theology and science. She currently holds a chair in theology at 
Villanova University. See https://christogenesis.org/about/ilia-delio/ 

 In October, well-known radio personality Ron Espisito will lead the service.  Espisito once a voice on 
local radio, stepped away from the microphone years ago to become a certified life coach and 
Enneagram teacher at the School f or Conscious Living. In addition, he now leads meditation groups 
based on his mastery of the ancient art of ‘Tibetan Singing Bowls’. He will be bringing his personal 
collection of crystal bowls that he will play to create a prolonged ringing chime that assists the mind 
to stay focused and relaxed. See https://www.goconscious.com/about-clc/staff/ron-esposito-m-a/ 

 In November Mary Laymon, is a joint founder of Tikkun Farm with husband, Greg York. Mary is a 
retired Lutheran pastor and will share some of her journey that inspired the establishment of the farm 
center. For more about Tikkun Farm and their ministry: http://www.tikkunfarm.com/meet-mary-greg/ 

 December will be a deeply spiritual and beautiful service of multiple candles, music and quiet 
reflections. More on the complete program will be announced soon. 
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JUBILEE YEAR UPDATE 

Jubilee Year Update: Celebrating After a Pandemic! 
And you shall hallow the fiftieth year and you shall proclaim liberty throughout the 
land to all its inhabitants. It shall be a jubilee for you: you shall return, every one of 

you, to your property and every one of you to your family. – Leviticus 25:10 

 As we celebrate our 50
th
 anniversary from November 2020 through November 

2021, we will provide an article in the Ramblings each month to highlight upcoming 
events and provide any required details to help the congregation join in the 
festivities.  Again, we remind you that if you have adult children who grew up in the 

Lutheran Church of the Resurrection community, please keep them informed.  Also be reminded that we 
have established a 50

th
 anniversary landing page on our web site (https://

www.lcresurrection.org/50thAnniversary) that has the calendar for the entire year. 

Jubilee Events in August 

 On August 8/9, we welcomed back our former member, Sara Wunsch, who has graduated from 
Trinity Lutheran Seminary, has been assigned to the Southern Ohio Synod, and is currently in the call 
process.  Sara described some of her winding, ten-year journey through seminary and verbalized her 
faith in God who has accompanied her amid bumps and turns in the road.  She affirmed LCR as the 
place where she discerned her call to ministry and reminisced about how she has been supported by 
us.  After her visit, Sara wrote, “It was very meaningful for me to be back at LCR with you all!  I 
thoroughly enjoyed seeing you and the congregation, as well as seeing my girls back at LCR and how 
meaningful that was for them.  You hold a dear place in their hearts, too.”  We are gratified that Sara 
made a very generous contribution to our Jubilee Campaign.  

 On August 29, Orangefest weekend, we introduced the congregational mural project and began the 
painting effort.  The mural, 5’x13’ will be displayed in our Narthex and replace the God’s Work-Our 
Hands banner.  Since the mural will occupy that space for decades to come, it is our hope that every 
member of the congregation will place at least “one brush stroke” on the mural so that you have 
ownership as it is displayed.  Pam Chidester is coordinating our effort.  She will publicize a variety of 
work days throughout September and October, as needed.  The Big Reveal will happen on 
Reformation Sunday, October 31. 

Jubilee Events in September 

 On September 11, we will hold a meal packing event with Northern Kentucky Hunger Relief.  This 
service event will be preceded by a brief 9/11 Remembrance.  Our hope is to pack 28,000 meals, but 
to do that we need 70 volunteers.  It seems that the reemergence of Covid concerns has reduced our 
sign-ups thus far and regrettably, we may have to reduce the number of meals packed.  The sign-up 
deadline is September 5.  The link to the Sign-Up Genius is: https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/10c0844acaa2ba0f58-28000   

 On September 19, we will have an outdoor worship service on our front lawn (good evangelism, 
weather permitting), a commemorative 50

th
 anniversary tree planting, and our annual pig roast.  This 

event is sponsored by Altenau Financial.  We’ll have LCR Jubilee logo tote bags for each family 
attending. 

 On Saturday, September 25, at 6:30 p.m., following the 5:00 p.m. outdoor worship service, we will 
have an LCR Member and Alumni Concert.  Matt Mauro has been working hard to put together an 
eclectic, enjoyable experience.  Please attend.  See further information on page 8. 

Mark Your Calendars - Coming In October 

 October 10 – LCR teenagers will organize and lead a multi-generational event to bury a time capsule 
on our property.  See further information on page 8. 

 October 23/24 – Former member, Barry Riehle, will make a visit to LCR and preach at all of our 
worship services.  Fellowship with Barry will follow the 9:30 a.m. worship service on Sunday. 

 October 31 – On Reformation Sunday we’ll have the Big Reveal of the congregational mural! 

Keep your eyes open for the invitation and rsvp for the 50
th
 Anniversary Dinner on Saturday, November 

13. 

The Long Range Planning Committee   
Loraine Everett, John Fireovid, Kathy Meyer, and Pastor Zorn 

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0844acaa2ba0f58-28000
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0844acaa2ba0f58-28000
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PANDEMIC... 

Pandemic Umbrellas, Seat Belts, and Antiviral Software… 
No one is happy that the Covid-SARS-2 or Covid-19 virus delta variant continues to complicate life 
with sustained and renewed precautions. Spoiler Alert: The virus doesn’t care what you like or dislike, is 
an equal opportunity pathogen, and its goal is to keep making more copies of itself (and more efficiently 
by mutating!) The Delta variant is a much more contagious form of the original virus with enhanced 
abilities to spread and infect, which has been acquired through the continuing almost unlimited, 
opportunities to refine its dastardly traits infecting those with no specific defenses to the pathogen. 
Humans are an immunologically naïve population for this virus and its beefed-up variants. This means 
we have no pathogen-specific protective measure of our own to muster in the event of an invasion and 
hijacking of our bodies with a Covid-19 infection. But – we can do risk reduction. This is something 
we all do all the time whether we recognize it or not. Let’s look at this from less to more specific 
measures. Note that none of these come with absolute guarantees – but then as my history professor 
always reminded us – you cannot absolutely guarantee the sun will rise tomorrow either. 

Public health and medicine – even in the 21
st
 century – have measures for addressing health threats that 

are on a spectrum of effectiveness and specificity. Often a layered approach is necessary for risk 
reduction depending upon the severity and nature of the threat such as including a pandemic umbrella, 
seat belt, and antiviral software. 

 A pandemic umbrella might be social distancing and avoiding crowds. Like an umbrella – it doesn’t 
mean you absolutely won’t get any moisture on you when using one out in the rain – but you are less 
likely to get totally drenched. Social distancing strives to reduce the intensity of exposure to the virus that 
you might encounter being shed by other people immediately around you. (Risk reduction). People can 
shed the virus before they feel ill or display symptoms. It’s not total, but combined with other measures 
can reduce risk for potential exposure. Therefore, the more distance away from others, the greater the 
reduction in potential for exposure from someone who may (unknowingly) be shedding the virus. 

A second measure could be considered a pandemic seat belt. This would be wearing a mask.  A mask 
worn properly (snug fitting fiber or fabric covering of the mouth and nose) may reduce your exposure to 
virus particles from others. This includes those who may not yet have symptoms and it can also reduce 
exposure to others if you are an unknowing shedder of the virus due to an asymptomatic infection. While 
wearing your car’s seatbelt, you are not guaranteed you won’t be in an accident – either through the 
actions of other drivers or an unanticipated event encountered on the road – but your risk is reduced that 
you will be thrown from the car or against unyielding surfaces inside the car and the associated injuries if 
something occurs. A mask properly worn may reduce your contact with the virus. Note that currently the 
infectious dose for Covid-19 (the number of virus particles that must get into the body to cause an 
infection) is unknown. There is concern the increased contagiousness of the Delta variant may also 
require fewer virus particles to induce infection and illness. Infectious dose for many pathogens is not 
well defined and for those that are known – it is often a range rather than an absolute number. 

A third measure could be considered pandemic antiviral software. This is a vaccination. Like the antiviral 
software on your computer, a vaccination programs your body’s immune system with some additional 
information enabling it to recognize the Covid-19 virus before it is tearing down the general fire walls and 
locking up your system. Your immune system has some additional information and actions it can take to 
recognize and confront the virus’ assault by undermining hijacking tactics of the virus if infection occurs. 
Like computer antiviral programs – continuing modifications of the virus through unlimited spread may 
result in changes that reduce the effectiveness of current antiviral software. Thus, the concern 
associated with ongoing infections among the unvaccinated. Hackers don’t give up seeking deficiencies 
in software or working around anti-hacking measures and neither does the virus when it has almost 
unlimited opportunities to keep spreading. By the way, if you are concerned because the U.S. Food and 
Drug Administration (FDA) has currently approved the vaccines under an Emergency Use Authorization 
rather than full approval, it has still undergone rigorous evaluation which can lead up to full approval. Be 
aware that unlike vaccines the FDA does not approve vitamins and nutritional supplements; cosmetics, 
soaps and shampoos; deodorants and body sprays; or other hygiene and grooming products you may 
use daily. 

(continued on next page) 
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PANDEMIC… // LCR NEWS 

The next Enter the Silence, 
Awaken the Spirit 
contemplative service will be 
on Tuesday, September 14 
at 7pm.  The service will be 
both in person and available  
via Facebook Live. 

WITH SYMPATHY:   We offer 
sympathy to the family of Chuck 
Stafford. 

 

CALLING LCR'S 
MUSICIANS—

PAST AND 
PRESENT! 

 

On Saturday, September 
25 at 6:30 pm, we will 

have a musical celebration of LCR's 50th 
anniversary year. Any and all willing musicians 
are welcome to participate in any capacity 
you'd like. You can perform a solo, 
collaborate with Matt, or join another LCR 
musician. All ages are welcome; some prior 
performance in or outside of worship is 
encouraged. Please contact Matt at 
Matthew.Mauro19@gmail.com. 

LCR TIME CAPSULE 
What is LCR’s legacy?  What will we communicate to LCR in another 
50 years?   

As part of our Jubilee Celebration the youth & teenagers of LCR will be 
collecting ideas and items for storage in a Time Capsule to be buried 
on the LCR property.  The Sunday Small Groups will be reflecting and 
preparing for this project by considering.   

How do we connect to LCR in 2021? 

What is it like to be a Christian teenager & youth today? 

What do you want to tell the teenage & youth of 2071? 

Finally, at the conclusion of 9:30 worship on October 10 we’ll have a 
ceremony celebrating this project and these reflections.   

Pandemic Umbrellas, Seat Belts, and Antiviral Software… Continued 

Finally, personal choice is an important value but with it come responsibilities to those around us. It is 
one thing to make a choice that if things go wrong – you are the only one affected. It is another matter to 
make choices that can also adversely impact those around you – whether they are people you know or 
not. Even though pandemic measures may not be popular, unless we all work together defeating the 
virus will take a lot longer than necessary. Join me in using the pandemic umbrellas, seatbelts, and 
antiviral software available to us. The sooner and more completely we effectively apply them, the 
harder it is going to be for the virus to keep spreading and infecting others (and wreaking havoc in our 
lives.) We are told in Matthew 25.40: “And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to 
one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.’” 

       Steven Ahrenholz, Ph.D. 

A note about the author: Dr. Ahrenholz holds doctorate and master’s degrees in environmental health 
and a bachelor’s degree in biology. He is a board-certified industrial hygienist. Prior to his retirement he 
spent 37 years in occupational health investigating workplace health hazards and how to prevent, 
reduce, or eliminate them. During the last 10 years of his career, his job responsibilities included 
pandemic flu preparedness in the workplace. 

mailto:Matthew.Mauro19@gmail.com
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BINGE JESUS? 

Binge Jesus? 

-Janet Stein Carter  
Can you answer the following questions? 

 What “TV show” is so human. so relatable, that many viewers get teary-eyed one moment, and 
chuckle at something else in pretty-much every episode? 

 What show has stimulated viewers of all ages to eagerly and enthusiastically want to read their Bible, 
to seek a closer relationship with Jesus; or to become curious about Christianity, want to learn more, 
and maybe even become a Christian? 

 What show’s viewers coined the phrase “Binge Jesus!” because it’s nearly impossible to watch just 
one episode at a time?  …again, and again, and again… 

 What show is watched on every continent, and has been captioned and/or dubbed in over 50 
languages so that people can understand it in their own language? 

The answer to all those questions is the same: The Chosen. 

Unlike other “Jesus shows,” The Chosen does not merely jump from one formally-presented Bible story 
to the next, but rather without violating or contradicting what Scripture says, tries to portray plausible, 
real, human relationships, interactions, stories that may have been behind those Bible accounts, and 
God’s agape love.  For example, Luke 8:2-3 tells us that seven demons were cast out of Mary 
Magdalene, and that she, among other women, financed Jesus’ ministry.  Yet we are told nothing else 
about her until she shows up at the end of all four Gospels as the first witness of the empty tomb, and in 
John 20:17 Jesus specifically gives her the task to go tell the disciples.  However, try to imagine for a 
moment, if you were Mary, what might your life have been been like before Jesus cast out those 
demons?  How desperate, hopeless, and broken might you feel?  Suppose your situation was so bad 
that you no longer called yourself by your real name, and none of those people with whom you 
associated, and who took advantage of you, knew your real name.  How would you feel if some total 
stranger came up to you, called you by your real name, “Mary!” that you had not used or heard for years, 
then spoke to you the words from Isaiah 43:1, “Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by 
name; you are mine!” and with that, lifted that burden and healed you?  If later on, someone asked you 
what happened, might you only be able to explain it in terms of, “I was one way… and now I am 
completely different. And the thing that happened in between… was Him.”  Isn’t that, in some way or 
another, true of all of us. 

The Chosen is for everyone from children, on up.  Teens love the series.  Many families are watching 
(and rewatching) the episodes as a family, often as a segue into a family discussion and/or Bible study.  
While the people producing The Chosen are adamant that this show is not a replacement for reading the 
Bible, many churches or church groups are hosting family watch-evenings or are using the episodes as 
introductions to Bible study discussion groups.  The Chosen staff have received messages from autistic 
individuals, people in prison, women rescued out of trafficking situations, and many other people telling 
how impactful these episodes have been in those people’s lives. 

The Chosen can be watched online for free from <https://watch.angelstudios.com/thechosen/watch>, 
and there are links there to download the free The Chosen cell-phone app, which will allow you to either 
watch the episodes on your cell phone, or if you have a Roku or similar device and a fancy, new big-
screen TV, will allow you to cast the episodes from your cell phone to the TV.  Production is being 
funded by a process they’re calling “pay it forward,” whereby viewers may choose to make a donation so 
that others around the world might watch the show for free (and by sales of T-shirts, books, etc.). 

So many viewers have commented that, having seen so many previous “Jesus shows” that were just flat, 
cold, boring rehashings of exact Bible stories, with Jesus portrayed by a white European, often using 
only exact quotes, frequently in Shakespearean English, with no character development, that when 
someone suggested they watch The Chosen, they dug in their heels and said, “No.”  It wasn’t until a 
family member, friend, or coworker cornered them where they couldn’t escape, that they watched the 
first episode, immediately fell in love with the show, couldn’t stop watching more and more episodes, and 
now, they… 
Binge Jesus!  
…How about you? 
 
 

https://watch.angelstudios.com/thechosen/watch
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Church of the Resurrection, a congregation of the 

Southern Ohio Synod, Evangelical Lutheran Church 
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Phone:          513-474-4938 
                                

Church Office Hours:  9 a.m. until 1 p.m. M-F 
Web Site: www.lcresurrection.org 

E-Mail address:     info@lcresurrection.org 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT:   
Lutheran Church of the Resurrection strives to be:   
A COVENANT based congregation,  NURTURING 
spiritual growth and WELCOMING all into Christ’s 

community through  
Word, sacrament and love. 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Lutheran Church of the Resurrection 
A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran church in America 

1950 Nagel Road 
Cincinnati OH  45255 

FALL WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

 Saturday 5:00 p.m. worship will move outdoors 
begining on September 11.  Note the 5:00 
p.m. time change.  (Saturday outdoor 
worship will continue through October 23.) 

 Sunday 8:00 a.m. outdoor worship ends on 
September 5 and return indoors. 

 Sunday 9:30 will continue to be in-person, and 
live streamed. 


