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Recently, the LCR Facebook page put out a great question to ponder.  In summary it 
asked, “What is one of your favorite hymns?”  Now this is not a question that typically 
ever comes up in conversation!  I have for a very long time loved the hymn “Praise and 
Thanksgiving” and it has been at the top of my list since an adolescent growing up in 
the Lutheran Church.  Growing up at Zion Lutheran in Huron, Ohio, it seemed that we 
played this hymn often, and I fell in love with it.  The hymn is set to a Gaelic tune that is 
simple yet elegant.  You may be familiar, and you may not.  I encourage you to pull it up 
on YouTube.  Here are the verses: 
   
Verse 1 
Praise and thanksgiving 
Father we offer 
For all things living 
You have made good 
Harvest of sown fields 
Fruits of the orchard 
Hay from the mown fields 
Blossom and wood 
 
Verse 2 
Lord bless the labor 
We bring to serve You 
That with our neighbor 
We may be fed 
Sowing or tilling 
We would work with You 
Harvesting milling 
For daily bread 
 
Verse 3 
Father providing 
Food for Your children 
Your wisdom guiding 
Teaches us share 
One with another 
So that rejoicing 
Sister and brother 
May know Your care 
 
Verse 4 
Then will Your blessing 
Reach every people 
Each one confessing 
Your gracious hand 
When You are reigning 
No one will hunger 
Your love sustaining 
Fruitful the land 



 
This hymn proclaims what our LCR Hunger Appeal is all about!  
 
The first verse grounds us with praise to God for the bounty of blessings we 
have.  Verse two prays blessings on the work that we all do to build community.  Verse 
three encourages us to rejoice and share with all our brothers and sisters, so that they 
may know God’s love.  Finally, verse four enables us to imagine a future where we can 
live without hunger. 
How fitting of a hymn for us as we pray over our contribution to the appeal this year.  
 
We all know of the difficult times we are living in this year.  If I were to go into depth of 
all the struggles that we and our neighbors face, it would be rehashing what we already 
know.  I imagine you feel similarly to me, that the news and social media is an onslaught 
of negativity and can encourage a feeling of helplessness. 
 
However, we are not helpless; we are a small but mighty force in the mission to end 
hunger! Our hunger appeal can move what seem like mountains to our brothers and 
sisters in need.  This pandemic has strained already fragile systems and 
communities.  These pressures continue to exist as we navigate through these 
unprecedented times.  The importance of our appeal may never be greater.  Hunger 
and extreme poverty are a major side effects to the coronavirus.  As a result of the 
pandemic, reports predict that the amount of people unable to afford food could double! 
 
This is where we have so much influence and impact in the ministries in which we 
partner.  We have always been able to provide resources and meals to those in need, 
but as we grow and develop our Hunger Appeal, we work towards more sustainable 
solutions to hunger.  We pray that these investments of sustainability will continuously 
provide nourishment beyond our yearly November appeal.  We are able to grow our 
outreach and evolve our strategy because of the generous nature of this church! 
 
We do all these things out of love for all our brothers and sisters.  As proud Lutherans 
we know we are saved through grace, not works.  However, our works celebrate and 
glorify God, serving as a conduit of His love and compassion to all. We see the face of 
Christ in those in need and we strive that they may see Christ in us.  
 
So, I think back to verse three, and offer it to your prayers as we discern our appeal this 
year.  As I pray over these words, I also offer my praise and thanksgiving to you, our 
Beloved Community. 
 
“Father providing…Food for Your children…Your wisdom guiding…Teaches us 
share…One with another…So that rejoicing…Sister and brother…May know Your care” 


