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Our 
Vision 

Statement  
To become a vibrant, 

benevolent congregation that 
serves God’s creation both 
locally and globally.   

A congregation that offers 
meaningful and inspirational 
ministries and worship for all 
ages that honor and praise 
God while maintaining the 
feel of an intimate family in 
Christ.   

Also, a congregation that 
provides opportunities for all 
to be involved in ministries 
and programs that foster the 
development of gifts in all 
people needed to sustain and 
expand God’s mission. 
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A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran church in America 
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IT WAS A VERY  GOOD WEEK! 
(I Love Partnerships) 

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and 
you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 
ends of the earth.” – Acts 1:8 

 Two weeks ago, as I was feeling anticipatory joy for vacation in Colorado 
with my four grandchildren and their families, God, in God’s grace, dropped joy 
into my life for the ministry of our church.  It was a very good week for me, and 
hopefully, thinking forward, for the mission of LCR!  My article this month is a 
brief synopsis of some very good possibilities for expanding the reach of our 
ministry with some partners; exciting because I love partnerships! 

 On Monday of that week, I moderated one of our ongoing Anderson 
Township ecumenical clergy meetings with the three Roman Catholic parishes, 
St. Timothy’s Episcopal Church, and Anderson Hills United Methodist Church.  
These meetings are an outgrowth of the Reformation 500 year dialogues.  For a 
year now, we have been dialoguing about how we can do ministry better together 
in our community than in our own silos.  I presented an idea regarding food 
reclamation.  Essentially, this idea would be an expansion of what LCR has been 
doing with Carrabba’s and Outback restaurants for the past few years (thank you 
Bob Hurr); collecting their excess food for our Manna from Heaven partnership 
in Myra, Kentucky.  In this case, volunteers from all of the local congregations 
will visit as many restaurants in our area as possible and attempt to create an 
agreement to salvage their excess food for the benefit of our two, local food 
pantries, InterParish Ministry and Southeast Ecumenical Ministry.  All agreed 
that this could be a viable ecumenical effort and we are in the process of 
recruiting volunteers and meeting with those who have expertise in food 
reclamation.  

 On Tuesday, Pastor Nicole, Doris Jancha, Martha Newfield and I met 
with Rev. Troy Bronsick, founder of The Hive (www.cincyhive.org), an 
organization on Cincinnati’s northside that offers classes, retreats, and events 
related to spirituality and mindfulness.  Pastor Nicole has attended some classes 
at The Hive and thought it would be good to converse with Troy to see if there 
are synergies between his efforts and our ongoing effort to become the 
mindfulness community of Greater Anderson Township.  Our conversation was 
fruitful and informative.  It seems that there is a possibility that we can host some 
of The Hive’s classes and attempt to enjoin other congregations in our 
neighborhood to do likewise.  We are currently working on offerings for this fall.  
Long-term, dreaming big, we had some conversation around LCR becoming the 
eastside satellite of The Hive (as we are similarly attempting to develop with 
Heartfelt Tidbits and our immigrant and refugee ministry).  

 On Thursday, I got a call from Pastor Isaiah Olatoyan.  He leads a small, 
Sudanese congregation, Christian Family Development Center.  I got connected 
to Pastor Isaiah through Jane Kammer Habig, who has befriended a member of 
his church that attends our English as a second language classes.  We had a 
wonderful conversation about how we might deepen our relationship and come 
alongside each other in ministry.                                (continued on next page) 

 



CONGRATULATIONS:  The following youth were confirmed on June 9: 

 Lucy Katherine Barkman: Daughter of Chad and LeeAnn Barkman  
 David Carl Bartolin: Son of Carl Pigman and Jessica Bartolin  
 Grady James Bryant: Son of Tim and Anita Bryant 
 Julianne Grace Cheney: Daughter of  Mike and Amy Cheney 
 Gabriel Logan Graul:  Son of Erin Graul  
 Sydney Christine Maus: Daughter of Zach and Deanne Maus  
 David Albert Kapsa Wehrman: Son of Matt and Jonelle Wehrman  

BAPTIZED:  Lucas Klopsch Shearer was baptized on June 23.  Ben & Brooke 
Shearer are the parents of Lucas. 

SYMPATHY:  To Chuck Briscoe on the death of his father , Charles Briscoe Sr. 

                          To Barbara Schmidt on the death of her step-mother, Esther Weis-Bole 
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LCR NEWS 

IT WAS A VERY  GOOD WEEK! (continued) 
Last Sunday, Jane and Tom Habig, Sue Goldberg, and I attended their worship service and a luncheon which 
followed.  We extended an invitation to all of their members to our ESL classes and assured them that we wanted 
to help them establish homes in our community and be in mission with them.  I will be meeting Pastor Isaiah for 
coffee in July to begin envisioning a relationship. 

 Finally, on Friday, we held our 4th anniversary commemoration of The Emanuel Nine worship service at 
Allen Temple AME Church.  It was deeply meaningful for me to offer a message of integration and relationship 
that will overcome the segregation of our races that fosters fear, ignorance, stereotype, and racism.  Our effort to 
develop the Allen Temple relationship from a friendship to a sister-church relationship continues.  (The results of 
our recent Allen Temple survey revealed that our congregation’s desire is to do that.) 

 As the Spirit would have it, on the flight to vacation in Colorado, I read a book titled, Future Faith: Ten 
Challenges Reshaping Christianity in the 21st Century.  The author notes the decline of Western Christianity 
(Europe and North America) as opposed to the exponential growth of Christianity in Asia and the Global South.  
To revitalize our churches in the 21st century, he posits that we will have to: embrace people of color, perceive the 
world as sacred and affirm Spirit-filled communities, reject individualism, and see through non-Western eyes.  I’ll 
likely have more to say about this to Church Council and in a sermon, but for now, given the week I had before 
vacation, I could not have found this book more affirming of LCR’s mission!   

I love partnerships!  They are the stuff of vital congregational mission.  I am gratified that the members of 
LCR share and support this vision.   

By the way, there is no better vacation than to have the whole family under one roof!  Ask me about an 
accumulating snowfall on June 21, the first day of summer!  No better place to be than in a hot tub with 
grandchildren! 

Peace, 
Pastor Zorn 

 



WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
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WORSHIP INFORMATION // ENDOWMENT FUNDS 

The liturgies and services for July will be: 

                 6/7:  Pentecost 4, LBW II liturgy     

                    9: Enter the Silence, 7:00 p.m.   
       At Anderson Mercy Hospital 

             13/14:  Pentecost 5, OLS liturgy   

             20/21:  Pentecost 6, Haas liturgy 

             27/28:  Pentecost 7, WOV liturgy   

Jesus asked his disciples to go out without money or 
supplies, so that they would be dependent on how 
others received them. When we are sent from the 
assembly to witness and to heal, we are asked to be 
vulnerable, to be dependent on the reception of 
others.      

Volunteers welcomed:  The Adult Choir  has 
wrapped up for summer.  If you are interested in 
providing special music during the summer months,  
please contact Matt Mauro,
(matthew.mauro19@gmail.com).  The Worship 
Committee continues to welcome volunteers for the 
praise band and sound technicians. The praise band is 
particularly in need of a guitarist. Please contact 
LeeAnn Barkman and Jason Leupen. 

 

We thank our special musicians for July! 

7/6: Jan Carter, guitar 

7/13: Dan Altenau, guitar 

7/14: Joyful Noise 

7/21: Joyful Noise 

7/28: Kay Luccasen, voice 

 

Thank you to Faye Crawford for accompanying 
worship on July 6-7 while Matt is in Belgium to 
present a lecture at the International Horn 
Symposium  

Our next contemplative worship will be on Tuesday, 
July 9 at 7:00 p.m.  This will be a special service 
and will be held in the Healing Garden at Mercy 
Anderson Hospital (enter the garden off the main 
lobby—across from the gift shop).  You are invited to 
bring a container of water from home or a sacred 
place.  Join us to share a quiet moment of prayer and 
reflection.   

Endowment Funds Available... 
 
Do you have ideas for outreach to the community or a 
way to enhance LCR’s mission in the community?  
The LCR Endowment Committee is pleased to 
announce the availability of $1,400 to make grants for 
these purposes.  The committee intends to make more 
than one grant with this current year’s amount. 

Examples of projects or efforts the Endowment Fund 
has supported in the past include: Habitat for 
Humanity, First Lutheran church in OTR, Guatemala 
outreach, hospitality benches in the narthex, the 
columbarium towers, IPM’s mobile food pantry, the 
hand bells, Memorial Garden benches and the 
Outreach freezer. 

A simple application form is available from the 
church office and will be due no later than September 
1 to the church office.  Contact Jim Michaelis, 
Michelle Ewing, Kay Luccasen, Manny Nordone or 
Eileen Wegner with questions. 
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SOS NEWS // GOTHA HANDBELL CHOIR // ONLINE GIVING 

What’s New in the 
Southern Ohio 
Synod? 
- Julie Pahutski, Mission Interpreter 

This year, I was privileged to attend the Assembly for the Southern Ohio Synod.  This annual meeting brings all 
the churches of the Synod together to worship, discuss business, and launch new programs.  Since there are 188 
congregations in our Synod, and each church sends 2+ representatives, this is a lot of Lutherans under one roof!  
And lots of pastors as well—I think that is the most clerical collars I have ever seen at one time. 

The theme for this year’s assembly was “Stronger and Better Together:  On the Way.”  We voted for a new bishop, 
and our current bishop, Suzanne Dillahunt was reelected on the first ballot.  Our Presiding Bishop, Elizabeth Eaton, 
was present, and she spoke to the assembly as well as preached at the evening worship service. 

I was struck by Bishop Eaton’s talk, which was about telling the Jesus story in a way that is meaningful to all.  She 
said that the church might be the last place where we can have critical conversations about things happening now in 
our fractured society.  We need to have openness and honestly about major social issues that can divide us.  But 
while loving our neighbors is commanded by Christ, we need to realize as Christians that it is not enough to only 
provide social services.  God has provided everything we have, and we need to communicate that faith as well as 
help those who need help.  Through Peace in Christ we can communicate with each other as well as reach out to 
people beyond our congregation. 

Gotha Handbell Choir 
Wednesday, July 17    

Potluck dinner will be at 5:30 p.m.   

Kris Kant will be coordinating the meal. 

Concert at 7:00 p.m. 

We still need seven host families for overnight on July 17.  

All guests speak good English. 

Contact Pastor Zorn if you are willing to be a host. 

This is an amazing musical event and should not be missed. 

Invite your friends who enjoy music! 

Online Giving! 
Did you know there are other ways to 
give besides the offering plate?  LCR 
accepts donations through the LCR 
website, through your phone or tablet 
with the GivePlus+ App.  We accept 
credit and debit card donations as 
well as direct bank transfers.  You 
can even set up recurring donations! 
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MUSIC DIRECTOR UPDATE 

What is Matt Mauro Really Up To? 
Recently, Pastor Zorn basically asked me what my life plan is. Pressure, eh? As you all likely know, I have been back in 
school for the past two years to pursue my Doctor of Musical Arts degree (DMA) in Horn Performance at UC-CCM. This is 
different than a PhD, which stands for Doctor of Philosophy; music theorists and musicologists (like our previous music 
director, Michelle Meinhart) earn PhD degrees, while those interested in performance (me) earn DMA or DM degrees. Both 
are doctoral, but the label is indicative of what kind of specialty we have. Anyway, Pastor Zorn essentially wanted to know 
where I see myself coming towards the end of this degree, and I figure that if he wanted to know, you all may want to know 
also. Many of you have also asked questions like “what do you want to do with this degree,” etc., and so I think this little 
article may be helpful. 

As of this past spring, I have finally finished all of my coursework for this degree. This means I do not have to take anymore 
classes. Ever. However, I will still be involved in horn studio related activities at school, continue teaching music theory as a 
Graduate Assistant, and taking horn lessons. More importantly, though, I have my final projects to complete: a DMA Project, 
lecture recital, and my comprehensive exams. I have been approved to write a book of musical studies for horn (or an “etude 
book” for horn) for my DMA Project. At this point, I frankly have no idea how long this will take! I do not want to rush the 
process, as I want the final product to be incredible and publishable. This goes for my lecture recital, too; I have to choose a 
certain body of repertoire and do scholarly research on some significant aspect of this music. I have the basic idea for this 
project (writing transcriptions of vocal music for horn and using these transcriptions as teaching tools), but I have to organize 
this idea some more before I begin the proposal. And finally, the dreaded comprehensive exams with all of these projects. I 
neither can nor really want to specify a time frame for me to finish all of these major tasks, but I can vaguely estimate 1-5 
years. 

So what about after those 1-5 years? What do I want to do with this degree? A Bachelor’s degree in music performance is 
about as useful as a degree in Underwater Basket-Weaving. A Master of Music degree, which is what I currently have, is 
useful in finding adjunct work at small schools and in music departments; for example, my MM qualified me to teach ear 
training courses at NKU for a few years. A DMA degree, which is again what I am trying to earn, will qualify me to teach 
horn in a university as a full-time, tenure-tracked professor. These positions do not come around every day, and while I have 
to be confident that one day I will succeed in this career path, I am also comfortably realistic that it will likely not happen 
magically upon completing my degree. For example, my good friend, Nave, who has played flute here at LCR several times, 
is only now moving to start teaching flute full time at the University of Mississippi after she finished her DMA in 2017. I am 
fortunate to have a very good network of colleagues in Cincinnati with very stable work in music, and so it would take a full-
time horn job for me to move out of the city and leave LCR. I say this to ease the occasional worries I hear from Kay,…”you 
can’t leave us yet.” 

With what I can foresee right now, the only thing that would move me outside of this city without finishing my degree work 
would be a full-time orchestral job. However, I’d have to win that audition, which is even more challenging and competitive 
than finding a teaching job. Musicians often take 30-60 auditions before they win “the” job. LCR is an anomaly in that it was 
the home of two professional orchestral musicians at the same time—Randy Gardner and Dick Jensen. Yes, I’d LOVE to play 
in an orchestra! It would be such a dream. I’ve also always wanted to teach horn too, though, and so the practical approach 
for me has been to pursue this DMA degree and keep moving forward in the academic world while also practicing, taking 
auditions, and practicing some more.  

I hope this helps to clarify any wonders or questions you’ve had about what exactly I am doing in this degree. I suppose it is 
my long-winded way of saying I don’t have any plans of going anywhere yet, but if an opportunity presented itself for me to 
move, it would have to be a really, really, really, really, really strong opportunity. 

Best, 
Matt Mauro 

Women’s Summer Book Study 
Sundays July 7, 21, 28, August 4, and 18 - 11:00 a.m. - Noon 

Summer is here. And with it, a change of rhythm and new opportunities. Pastor Nicole will 
be offering a five session faith study especially for women in the young adult and young 
family group this summer based on Shauna Niequist's book, Present Over Perfect. The book 
offers a frame work for faithfully considering and reconsidering the pace we set for our-
selves, for our families, for our lives.  Childcare will be provided.  For a sample of session 
one - follow this link: https://youtu.be/ewNMGoxVKpA  

 

 

https://youtu.be/ewNMGoxVKpA
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A WORD FROM OUR PRESIDENT 

A Word From our Congregation President . . . 
I attended the 2019 Southern Ohio Synod Assembly on June 7 and 8 at Wittenberg College in Springfield, Ohio.  
Let me give you a little background first.  You may recall that LCR is church of the Evangelical Church of 
America (“ELCA”), which was formed in a 1988 merger of three Lutheran churches. We trace our roots back to 
the mid-17th century when Lutherans came from Europe to New York and America. And of course, before that, 
Martin Luther sought reform for the church in the 16th century and laid the framework for our beliefs. 

The ELCA has about four million members in nearly 10,000 congregations across the fifty states.  These 
congregations form 65 synods, which are based at the Lutheran Center in Chicago.  Ohio has three synods, and 
LCR’s congregation is in the Southern Ohio Synod.  Our Synod usually gathers each year to perform its duties as 
the highest legislative authority of the Synod.   

And so on June 7, I was one of about 300 clergy and lay members from the 199 ELCA churches in the Southern 
Ohio Synod who gathered in Wittenberg College’s basketball arena.  I arrived at 8:30 am, clipped on my name tag, 
and joined Julie Pahutski, our Council Secretary, at one of the many tables that seated about eight.  Pastor Zorn 
joined us after finishing his duties as part of the assembly, and the Assembly began. 

The air conditioners were pumping out cold, breezy air as we opened with a worship service.  We approved the 
agenda, adopted procedural rules, and heard various reports.  We then considered our first task – electing a bishop 
for our synod.  Rev. Suzanne Dillahunt from First English Lutheran Church in Lancaster, Ohio, served as our 
bishop last year.  She is an energetic, delightful person full of the God’s spirit.  As the only person on the ballot this 
year, she won easily with a handful of other ministers receiving a vote or two.   

We also met the Rev. Elizabeth Eaton.  She is the Presiding Bishop of the entire ELCA.  I thought “Lutheran 
Pope,” might be a clearer title, but it probably isn’t doctrinally sound (and might even contradict itself).  Anyhow, 
Rev. Eaton showed us that she was a caring, spiritual leader with profound wisdom and a great sense of humor. 

We had an interesting, scholarly lecture for our Bible study and then learned about the synod’s new capital 
campaign “Thrive!”  Matt Wehrman will be leading our congregation in this exciting campaign.  I won’t steal his 
thunder, and you can look forward to hearing about it from him.   

After a tasty lunch, we filled our afternoon by hearing reports and electing eleven members to the Synod council.  
We covered our agenda items so efficiently that we shortened our schedule considerably for our second day.  And 
so on Saturday, we quickly heard reports, attended workshops, and voted on ministries and finances.  

The spiritual high point of the assembly was the worship service on Friday evening in Wittenberg’s beautiful 
Weaver Chapel.  The chapel is a modern take on ancient European cathedrals with soaring, high walls and 
beautiful, stained-glass windows.  As we entered, a brass quartet filled the air with sparkling baroque music.  When 
the Chapel’s massive pipe organ kicked in, I could feel the sound reverberate in your chest.  My skin tingled!  The 
congregation belted out the first hymn.  Everyone was singing loudly – and it made me sing loud too.  Watching 
the bishops and worship participants walk up to the altar was simply breathtaking.   

We Lutherans aren’t really known for pomp and circumstance, but this procession was awesome. Humbling.  
Inspiring.  Bishop Eaton’s sermon was fantastic.  During the service, I came face to face with the thought that had 
been growing inside me from the beginning of the assembly.  I am part of something big.  Our LCR congregation is 
part of something big.  It’s like a movement – a tidal wave of people.  And all these people feel like I do about 
God.  And how to care for our world.  And love the people in it.     

This feeling was so powerful that it seemed to squeeze tears out of my eyes.  I thought I would burst.   

Wow.  I never expected this.  You may think that attending a Lutheran synod assembly might be a dry, 
administrative bore.  Wrongo!  It was a spirit-filled epiphany.  Here’s my take-away – if you ever have a chance to 
attend a synod assembly, GO! 

 

Blessings,  
Steve Ray 
LCR Congregation President 



Ringing Workshops 
 

There are two ringing workshops scheduled for 
Tuesday July 23 and 30 from 6:00 - 7:00 p.m.  
Introduction to ringing, note reading, and rhythm 
will be offered.  If you have been wondering what 
ringing is all about - come.  We have fun.  We 
welcome new ringers and always need substitute 
ringers.  Music background is most helpful.  You 
can attend one or both.  Please let Judy know so 
she can plan accordingly (474-6763 or 
jhvb71@gmail.com). 

RECORDER CLASS 
 

 Judy Von Busch will offer recorder classes July 22 - 
26  and July 29 - Aug.2.  Time will be 10 -11 AM at 
LCR.  This is for  2nd graders to senior citizens.  It is a 
fun class.  The first week is an introduction to the 
instrument and the second week is  further instruction 
and reading music. You do not have to sign up for the 
second class unless you would like to continue.  Cost 
is $25.00 for each week.  Recorders can be ordered on 
line or the Dollar Tree offers a decent starter one.  I 
have a few to sell for $1.00 on a first come, first asked 
basis.  An instruction packet and study plastic bag will 
be provided.  On the last day of each week we will 
present what we have learned to family and friends. 
After we can have a bagged lunch together.  Contact 
Judy Von Busch to sign up (jhvb71@gmail.com or 
474-6763). 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

Men’s Night at the 
Florence Freedom 

Wednesday, July 31, 6:35 p.m. 

Eagles Nest Skybox seating with ballpark buffet: 
Montgomery Inn Pulled Pork BBQ Sliders, All-Beef 

Hot Dogs, Mac & Cheese, Coleslaw & Dessert 

$30 

Gates open at 5:35 p.m. Buffet from 6:05—7:35 p.m. 

Purchase tickets on line at: ticketreturn.com 

Carpooling will be organized as the date gets closer. 

Invite a friend! 

SUMMER FOOD 
DRIVE 

Help stock the shelves of IPM and Manna from 
Heaven this summer.  For the month of July we 

will be collecting lunch foods.  There is a 
donation bin in the narthex. 

mailto:jhvb71@gmail.com
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FESTIVAL OF FAITHS 
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THIN SPACE MOMENT 

Another Thin Space Moment 
-Adam Vance 

First off, I must thank the LCR family for the love and support these many years that we have all been praying for 
my mother, Barbara Vance. It has become a familiar name in the prayers of our church. My mother, Barbara 
Vance, joined the Church Triumphant on May 18. We prayed for her because she was battling terminal bone 
cancer. She battled for over two years and in many ways defied the odds of time. I believe she defied the odds with 
the love, support, and prayers of her Prayer Warriors in LCR and beyond. For that, I am eternally thankful. I am 
thankful for your prayers, for the love, for the cards, the kind words. I am thankful for the love of Christ shining 
through each of your faces. 

With that, I’d like to share with you the “eulogy/speech/sermon” that I mustered the strength to give at my 
mother’s funeral. I have a deep belief that the Holy Spirit touched me the days after my mother’s death. As you will 
see, the Holy Spirit touched Carolyn and my family as well. I hope you can see this may be a nice addendum to the 
“Thin Space” theme Lenten devotional from two years ago. I hope I can serve as a witness to you. That we can 
believe in the sure and certain hope in the resurrection. Peace and God Bless you and this wonderful congregation 
of LCR. (For the sake of the story, I am from Northern Ohio, a little town called Huron. It is situated at the 
southernmost point of Lake Erie. When I say “lake” and “from here”, I mean northcentral Ohio and Lake Erie. 
Ted and Heather are my siblings.) 

To tell the story of the Vance family, faith most certainly needs to be involved. All of us in the family grew up in 
the church. There are the obvious reasons being that Dad is a Lutheran minister, but for maybe less obvious 
reasons, my mom embodied the teachings of Christ like few other. Our faith has grown strong through both of 
them. I can talk for hours about Mom and who she was and what she meant to me; we all could talk for hours. 
However, I’d like to tell a story about recent events and faith instead. 

Mom loved the water. All she ever talked about was wanting to get a chair and sit by the lake. She always wanted 
to relax but never was quite able to relax as much as she wished. However, she carried this dream of sitting by the 
lake until her last days. I suppose I am cut from the same cloth. I tend to wander back to the lake when I’m able to 
be up here. As some know, I live in Cincinnati now, but I really feel that I grew up here. Every time we make a 
visit I have a secret ambition to make it to the lake, just for a little bit. 

A few weeks ago Mom entered hospice and was moved home. This was an extremely difficult time as you all 
know. Ted, Heather, and I all spent really meaningful hours with Mom while we could still talk with her. We rode 
the roller coaster of emotions, telling stories. Some funny, some sad. It was a hard and beautiful week all in one. I 
was able to spend an entire week with mom, dad, and my siblings. However, on a particularly difficult morning I 
took a break from the house, went to get a coffee, then went straight to the lake. I found a lonely bench at Lakefront 
Park in Huron and took a seat. The lake was calm and the morning was quiet. I peered out to the water and found 
the most beautiful Great White Heron. As they do, this bird was majestically standing in the water, patrolling, 
looking for a morning meal. I watched it for the good part of a half an hour. Strolling. Patrolling. It was beautiful 
and calming. I left with a sense of peace and rejuvenation. I snapped a picture and shared it with Mom. When I 
showed her my view that morning she was just as enthusiastic as I was. 

A week later, Mom passed at home. Surrounded by her loved ones in her last hours. Dad, Ted, Heather and I were 
with her in her last day. Dad held her hand in her last breath. All of a sudden, things were quiet, but not in that 
good calming way. In that sense of loss and emptiness way. 

I went back to the lake the next morning on Sunday. I was looking for that calm and comfort. In the back of my 
head I was looking for my friend. I was hoping my Great White Heron was back, strolling, patrolling. I found that 
same lonely bench. I peered out to the water but unfortunately didn’t see my friend. The water was peaceful and the 
morning calm, but it didn’t quite give me what I needed. So that morning I cut the visit to the lake short. 

Shortly after, I went home to be with Carolyn and the girls. We spent the afternoon trying to be normal and get 
some of our lives in order for the upcoming difficult week. Our kids were up way too late heading into the school 
week. I walked outside around 8 or 8:30 and decided the night was too nice to not go for a walk. I came in the 
house and announced that I was heading out for a walk and everyone should join me! It’s past the kids bedtime, but 
who cares? I had this strong urge to enjoy the beautiful weather. 

(continued on next page) 
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THIN SPACE MOMENT // SUMMER BIBLE STUDY 

Another Thin Space Moment (continued) 
We always walk the same route with the dog and the kids, maybe about a mile loop or so.  About quarter mile into 
the walk is a pond that marks the entrance to a neighborhood near our house. The pond is small, but big enough for 
coy fish and for ducks and geese to make a temporary home.   

As soon as we left the house, it was apparent that the birds were active. So much so, that we had Nora start 
counting them. Ducks, swallows, robins, geese, countless other species that I couldn’t identify. Nora was in the 40s 
before we hit the pond.  As we approached the pond Carolyn pointed out a bird and it froze us all. Standing on the 
rocks next to the pond was a Blue Heron. In Cincinnati, Ohio. A Blue Heron. This is an extremely rare sighting.  
We stared at the beauty of this creature. Carolyn and I both made comments. “I’ve never seen one of these outside 
of Lake Erie”, “It’s just staring at us”, “It’s not even fishing, just standing on the rock”.  The birds buzzed around 
us, and we were stuck in motionless time. After a few moments of looking at us, the Heron batted it’s wings and 
flew directly away from us, flying higher and higher, then disappearing. Not to the left or right or at an angle, but 
directly away from us.  The Heron I was looking for that morning at the lake was gone, but a new Heron showed 
itself later in the day in a much more dramatic way.  Then Carolyn said something that shook me to my core. 
“Your Mom’s OK, she just told us.” 

Sometimes the distance between our lives and God seems to be separated by an impenetrable concrete wall. Life is 
so hard, difficult, and unrelenting. We ask “God where are you??” Believe me, I’ve have asked this question to 
God...recently. Just as we probably all have at one time or another we ask “God where are you?” 

However, sometimes that impenetrable wall becomes a thin vale. So thin that we might be able to peer to the other 
side, if only for a moment. In some Christian traditions, this is called a Thin Space moment. A Thin Space when 
we have an experience that brings us close to God, maybe even nose to nose. 

You can call me crazy and question what happened and my interpretation, but that’s OK. Creature manifestation of 
God? Adam has lost it. No way. I get it. It seems far fetched. As Christians in 2019 we are entirely based on faith. 
We never saw Jesus, we never heard his parables in the flesh, we never witnessed a miracle, but we believe. We 
have faith. A belief without seeing. 

I believe Carolyn, myself, and the girls experienced a Thin Space moment. It has helped me come to grips, it helps 
me feel that it will be OK, that Mom is OK. We were given a message that we’re not alone, that God is here, all 
around us. He mourns as we mourn, but celebrates His daughter coming home. 

I hope that this Thin Space story is now your Thin Space story. That if we slow down and look around, we can see 
God all around us. Sometimes it is subtle, but sometimes it hits you over the head. In our world that is so hard and 
so busy and so stressful, we need that peace. We need a time to slow down and see God. When we see Nature it 
might be a bit easier to see God. Maybe it’s the butterfly, or the fresh snow fall, or the birds singing in the morning, 
or the beautiful sunset. However, if we look a little deeper, maybe God is in the person sitting next to you. 

Mom can never die because she lives through Jesus Christ, that was His promise. She also lives through me. She 
lives through Dad. She lives through Ted. She lives through Heather. She lives through Michelle, Joe, and Carolyn. 
She lives through Amber, Maya, Jacob, Allie, Nora, and Lily. She lives through all of you. 

We will be OK. We will be OK because God is with us. And you know what? Barbara Lynn Vance is OK. After 
all, our Thin Space moment told us so. 

Summer Book Study   
Anderson Churches for Racial Unity and Greater Anderson 
Promotes Peace invite you to share your thoughts on Ijeoma 
Oluo’s So You Want to Talk About Race on Monday July 8 
from 7:00—8:30 p.m. at Anderson Hills Christian Church.  
Register at summerbookstudy.eventbrite.com 
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LUTHERANISM 101 

Lutheran Church of the Resurrection 
A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran church in America 

1950 Nagel Road 
Cincinnati OH  45255 

Lutheranism 101 

NEW MEMBER CLASS AND  
REFRESHER FOR 

EXISTING MEMBERS 
    -Pastor Zorn 

 I will be leading Lutheranism 101 on 
Wednesday evenings from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 
beginning on August 14 and ending on October 23.  
The classes cover topics including the Bible, Church 
and Lutheran history, Lutheran doctrine, Lutheran 
worship and the church year, and the history of 
Lutheran Church of the Resurrection.  Child care will 
be provided if needed.  New and current members are 
encouraged to join the classes.  They are an excellent 
refresher and an opportunity to meet new Christians.  
If you are interested in joining the classes please 
notify the church office so that material can be 
procured for you. 


