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Each year LCR organizes an extensive hunger relief effort.  Each year we collect food and 

donations in excess of $20,000 that are in turn passed along to local, regional, and global 

poverty alleviation programs.  Last year I led a World Hunger Sunday School series that focused 

on which NGO and religious programs work, where success was achieved, and how the ELCA 

consistently goes beyond delivering food to delivering support for sustenance to hungry and 

socially disadvantaged people.  I felt proud to recognize that our church is providing food for 

today but also education, support, agriculture and small business advice and loans for 

tomorrow. 

  

This year is proof that, as John Lennon sang, “life is what happens to you while you’re busy 

making other plans,” as a global pandemic arrived.  Much of the success in alleviating poverty 

over the past 20+ years has been wiped out as the social, health and economic impact of the 

Coronavirus is felt.  According to the United Nations Food and Agricultural Organization, we are 

facing “a looming food crisis,” and “multiple famines of biblical proportions.”  The president of 

the World Bank has warned that COVID-19 may have already pushed an additional 100 million 

people into extreme poverty.  Food prices have increased, supply lines are strained, and safety 

nets are excessively burdened.  In our own community desperate people line up at 5am for 

mobile food pantries that start at 10. 

  

What to do in the face of obstacles that continue to grow as we see decades of poverty-

reducing progress being lost?  I turned to my Bible, to one of my favorite verses, from 

Isaiah:  “but they who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with 

wings like eagles; they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint.” 

  

When I think about helping others right now, I’m staggered by how much needs to be done.  All 

I can do is wait for the Lord to renew my strength, to find ways to contribute money and food 

and time.  I plan to give generously to the World Hunger ministry this year.  I keep in mind this 

passage from Deuteronomy:  “There will always be poor people in the land.  Therefore I 

command you to be openhanded toward your fellow Israelites who are poor and needy in your 

land.”  

  

God wants me to be to be strong.  God also wants me to be generous.  No impact is too small in 

God’s eyes. 


