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Our 
Vision 

Statement  
To become a vibrant, 

benevolent congregation that 
serves God’s creation both 
locally and globally.   

A congregation that offers 
meaningful and inspirational 
ministries and worship for all 
ages that honor and praise 
God while maintaining the 
feel of an intimate family in 
Christ.   

Also, a congregation that 
provides opportunities for all 
to be involved in ministries 
and programs that foster the 
development of gifts in all 
people needed to sustain and 
expand God’s mission. 

Lutheran Church of the Resurrection 
A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran church in America 

1950 Nagel Road 
Cincinnati OH  45255 
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LCR Annual 
Theme 2020: 

Becoming 
Beloved 

Community 
 

2020 is going to be an 
exciting and faith-filled year at LCR 
as we are intentional about Becoming 
the Beloved Community. Each year 
Pr. Zorn and I prayerfully consider 
what the coming year’s theme will be. After Building Bridges last year, we were 
drawn to the idea of “Beloved Community” as we encountered it at the Festival of 
Faiths in the Fall. “Beloved Community” is a phrase used by Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr to describe community characterized by love and justice for all of God’s 
people. The King Center website puts it this way,  

“The core value of the quest for Dr. King’s Beloved 
Community was agape love. Dr. King distinguished between three 
kinds of love:  eros, ‘a sort of aesthetic or romantic love’; philia, 
‘affection between friends’ and agape, which he described as 
‘understanding, redeeming goodwill for all,’ an ‘overflowing love 
which is purely spontaneous, unmotivated, groundless and 
creative’…’the love of God operating in the human heart.’ He said 
that ‘Agape does not begin by discriminating between worthy and 
unworthy people…It begins by loving others for their sakes’ and 
‘makes no distinction between a friend and enemy; it is directed 
toward both…Agape is love seeking to preserve and create 
community.’”  

This is a lofty aspiration and one that requires deep faith and commitment 
to living the gospel.  

We will spend time together this year growing in understanding of what 
Beloved Community means and living into that meaning; we will intentionally 
and prayerfully focus on Becoming the Beloved Community. To help in this 
effort, there is a magnetic word puzzle for each family to place on their fridge and 
build on throughout the year. The word puzzle has a frame with 16 individual 
word magnets that fit inside. Pastor Zorn and I drew on a resource developed by 
our siblings in the United Methodist Church to identify 16 words that express 
traits of the Beloved Community for us to sit with, ponder, pray over, and act on 
in the coming weeks and months of this year. A new word will be given out every 
month and each week of Lent.  

(continued on page 4) 
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WORSHIP INFORMATION 

The liturgies and services for February will be: 
 
February 1/2:     Presentation of our Lord, WOV 
       
                8/9:      Epiphany 5, NTF 
    
                 11:    Enter the Silence 
             
            15/16:     Epiphany 6, HAAS 
                            
            22/23:     The Transfiguration of Our Lord,  
   LBW II 
 
The gift of God’s glory in Jesus has enlightened us through 
baptism and shines in us for others to see. 

Volunteers welcomed 

The Adult Choir continues to sing in worship. If you are 
interested in joining, please contact Matt Mauro,
(matthew.mauro19@gmail.com).  The Worship Committee 
continues to welcome volunteers for the praise band and 
sound technicians.  

 

We thank our special musicians for the month of 
February! 

2/2: Pam Allen (voice) 

2/9: Adult Choir and Joyful Noise 

2/16: Joyful Noise 

2/22: Jan Carter (guitar) and Pam Park (recorder) 

2/23: Adult Choir 

2/26: Adult Choir 

2/29: Dan Altenau (guitar) 

The next Enter the Silence, 
Awaken the Spirit 
contemplative service will 
be on Tuesday, February 11 
at 7:00 p.m. 

Planning Your Estate?   

Please consider a gift from your estate to the LCR 
Endowment Fund. 

Use this language to make a gift (bequest): 

“I give and bequeath to Lutheran Church 
of the Resurrection, an Ohio nonprofit 
corporation (located at 1950 Nagel Road; 
Cincinnati, OH  45255; FEIN 31-
0810197) [a sum of money, percentage of 
my estate or description of the gift]. I 
request that the gift be added to the 
Lutheran Church of the Resurrection 
Endowment Fund.” 

The Endowment Committee can help you with 
any questions. 

Our Ash Wednesday service will be on 
Wednesday, February 26 at 7:00 p.m.  
All are welcome to join us. 
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HUNGER TASK FORCE THANK YOU 

  A Thank You Message to Our Awesome Congregation 
From the Hunger Task Force 

 
Do you all know how much your generous contributions have impacted sooo many people?  A LOT!!!   Here is a 
list of distributions that we have made from your generous contributions to the 2019 hunger appeal: 

Food Drives: 

We collected 3,108 non-perishable food items from our summer donations and during the hunger appeal in 
November.  They were distributed to Inter Parish Ministry, Southeast Ecumenical Ministry, and Manna from 
Heaven. 

Cash Donations: 

Local: 

 $1,500 to Inter Parish Ministry, our food pantry partner in Newtown and Amelia 

 $1,000 to Southeast Ecumenical Ministry, our food pantry partner in Mt. Washington 

Regional: 

 $1,000 to Manna from Heaven, Myra, Kentucky 

 $3,000 set aside for a meal packing event with Northern Kentucky Hunger relief to benefit Manna from Heaven 

Global: 

 $2,000 to our missionaries, the Doppenberg family, to be used specifically for a hunger project that will be 
carried out when our LCR delegation visits them in July. 

 $1,000 to Bread for the World.  When we have our bread sale in November, the proceeds go to this 
organization.  The bagels for the bread sale were donated by Big Apple Bagels.  If you happen to go there for 
bagels, please let them know how much you appreciate their generous and delicious bagel donation!    

 $574 to the ELCA for God’s Global Barnyard from the adorable ornaments we purchase as gifts for friends and 
family during the month of November.  (Just so you know, you could purchase these ornaments as gifts 
throughout the year if you would wish to.  Just let Linda Jones or Karen Leupen know if you would like to do 
so.)  The money from these sales go to where it is needed most; for livestock, agriculture and sustainable 
development projects which help farmers and families with the resources they need to thrive. 

 $10,410 to ELCA World Hunger to be used with partner churches, social ministry organizations and 
development and advocacy organizations.  ELCA World Hunger helps reach communities most in need in the 
United States, as well as throughout the world; from health clinics, microloans, food pantries, soup kitchens, 
clean water, education, help in disaster situations and more. 

Our total giving for 2019 was $23,592.  This is a wonderful response!  We should all be very proud of ourselves 
and one another for what we have achieved and how it impacts people locally, regionally and globally.   

One more thing to tell you.  As you know we had a visit from two representatives from the ELCA on January 25th; 
Reverend Robin Brown, Associate Director of 
ELCA World Hunger, and Karen Mathison, 
who is our Regional Mission Funding 
Representative.  They came say thank you for 
the support our church has again given to the 
ELCA in 2019.  LCR is one of the top 100 
benevolent churches out of 9,000 ELCA 
churches in the U.S. and is in the top ten out 
of churches in our five-state region.  The 
ELCA has 60 food, water and sustainable 
projects throughout the world and our church 
is a major cog in this global wheel! 

So many thanks to all of you from the LCR 
Hunger Task Force for another successful 
World Hunger Appeal! 
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FEATURE CONTINUED // RECITAL SERIES 

Becoming a Beloved Community (continued) 

The word for January is “honors.” Trait one states that the Beloved Community HONORS the image of 
God in every person. We begin with this trait as it underpins all those that will follow. Each trait is an affirmation 
and a challenge; an affirmation of God’s love and desire for us as the people of God and a challenge to prayerfully 
embody and enact. We all struggle on occasion to see God’s image in every person. Some people’s personalities 
clash with our own, we have biases toward and fears of those who are different from us sometimes. We will grow 
in our awareness of these times, challenge them, and hopefully grow in new and beautiful ways as we allow our-
selves to see anew through God’s eyes.  

February brings word #2, “listens.” The Beloved Community LISTENS emotionally (ie: with the heart) -- 
fosters empathy and compassion for others. How we listen to one another makes a huge difference in how we see 
one another. It is all to easy not to listen at all or only hear the words on the surface that one speaks. A trait of the 
Beloved Community is listening beneath the words to the heart of the group or individual that is sharing. As people 
of the Beloved Community do so, they open to one another in new ways, finding new connections and being 
moved to empathy and compassion.  

February will also see the introduction of trait #3 on Ash Wednesday. Stay tuned! If you weren’t in worship 
the last weekend of January, please grab your puzzle frame and trait #1’s word, honors. Place it on your fridge at 
home. Let it be a call to prayer that we may grow to see God’s image in those for whom it is hard and in those for 
whom it is easy. As we Become Beloved Community  may we be aware of, indeed honor, God’s image in every 
person. I also encourage you to listen to my sermon from January 25th and 26th when the theme was introduced. It 
is available as a podcast through soundcloud and is hosted on the church’s website at www.lcresurrection.org/
podcast. You can also find it posted on the church’s Facebook page at facebook.com/lcresurrection.  

Lutheran Church of the Resurrection  

RECITAL SERIES  

Horn Music to Benefit LCR’s Music Ministry  

 

 Featuring  

Matthew Mauro • horn 

Danielle Guilbault • bassoon 
 

DATE TBD FOR LATE FEBRUARY OR EARLY MARCH! 

 

Tickets 

Adults: $10 ($12 at door) 

Children (12 and under): $5 

Family of 4 or more: $25 (discount only available before recital)  

 

Purchase tickets in person from Matt Mauro, Kay Luccasen, or Karen Leupen in the church office.  

 

For additional information or to reserve tickets, contact the church office at 513-474-4938, or email Matt Mauro at 
musicdirector@lcresurrection.org.  

 

• Proceeds will directly benefit LCR’s Music Ministry. Free-will donations also accepted • 

http://www.lcresurrection.org/podcast
http://www.lcresurrection.org/podcast
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QUESTIONS OF FAITH // ELCA NEWS 

DIFFICULT QUESTIONS OF FAITH: 

A Sermon Series and Adult Sunday School 
-Pastor Nicole and Pastor Zorn 

 

 In response to a Barna survey titled, Atheism Doubles Among Generation Z, we will be offering a sermon 
series and adult Sunday School classes related to difficult questions of faith and Lutheran interpretation of the 
Bible.  We believe that these teachings are very important to our faith journeys and will offer clarity about ELCA 
Lutheran faith.  We highly encourage our teenagers and college students (Generation Z) to participate and we 
encourage all members to consider inviting friends who may have questions of faith and life.  In preparation for the 
sermon series and Sunday School classes it would be helpful to read the Barna survey in advance (https://
www.barna.com/research/atheism-doubles-among-generation-z/). 

The Sermon Series 

 February 1/2  Is Generation Z’s “atheism” a rejection of God or a rejection of an inauthentic church and 
biblical interpretation that does not reconcile with their real world? 

 February 8/9  The Problem of Innocent Suffer ing and a Good God  
 February 15/16  Is The Bible a Bunch of Fairy Tales and Myths?  Can the Bible and Science be 

Reconciled? 
 February 23  Our  Pastors Dialogue about Their  Faith Development and the Question of Salvation  

The Adult Sunday School Classes (Including our  Sr . High students) 

We will be using the dvd series titled, “How Lutherans Interpret the Bible,” by Dr. Mark Alan Powell.  Dr. 
Powell is an engaging teacher who has the ability to make theology approachable and understandable for 
people of all levels of understanding.   

 February 9 – The Word of God 
 February 16 – No Sunday School, Presidents’ Day weekend 
 February 23 – What Lutherans Say About the Bible 
 March 1 – Where the Bible Comes From 
 March 8 - Interpreting the Bible in Context 
 March 15 – Determining Right from Wrong 
 March 22 – The Many Meanings of the Bible 
 March 29 – Devotional Bible Reading 

What’s New in the ELCA? 
By Julie Pahutski, Mission Interpreter 

 
The prophet Isaiah declares: 

Do not remember the former things, 
or consider the things of old.       
I am about to do a new thing; 
Now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?... (Isa 43:18-19a) 

God is, indeed, doing something new in the Southern Ohio Synod.  

After many difficulties with the current Synod office building, including two major floods, lack of accessibility, 
and parking shortages, the building has now been sold.  The Synod staff is now in the process of securing a new 
home and hopes to announce its location soon.  The new location will ideally have easy access from all parts of the 
state, availability of sufficient parking, accessibility for people with mobility challenges, and sufficient space for 
larger meetings. 

Please continue to pray for the guidance of the Spirit as the Synod moves forward. 

https://www.barna.com/research/atheism-doubles-among-generation-z/
https://www.barna.com/research/atheism-doubles-among-generation-z/
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THANK YOU PRAYER TEAM 

5 Thank You’s to all on Our Prayer Team, 4 Prayers of Thanksgiving , 3 Very 
Grateful Ladies, 2 New Prayer Requests & A Partridge in a Pear Tree! 

 

Note:  As you can tell from the title,  I had intended to get this out during the 12 Days of Christmas; however, there 
were a number of factors that precluded this from occurring.  I do apologize. 

 

My Mom (Lillian):  after her discharge from the hospital, she was admitted to a Nursing facility for some PT & OT 
Rehab.  She is now at home with a home care aide.  She told me to express her deep appreciation for all of the 
prayers she received.  (Note:  Marty’s mother passed away on Monday, January 20). 

 

Angela (The sister of Christina, a friend of mine):  After multiple surgeries to 
remove tumors from her stomach & lower gut, she is feeling MUCH 
better.  She also has returned to her “home” (to her apartment in a Nursing 
Home) to complete her multiple rehab therapies.  I received this “Thank 
You” card from Angela:    

 

Dolores Hofer (wife of Ed, a fellow resident at the NEC):  Recall  that at the 
end of February, after she fell & broke her hip (Dolores has Alzheimer’s), 
she underwent surgery to repair her hip.  The surgery went remarkably 
well & she was transferred to the Anderson House to complete her rehab.  
Her rehab also went remarkably well but then she went into kidney failure and was losing weight.  The family 
opted for home hospice.  Ed visited her every day.  On most days, Ed simply held her hand, & spoke with and 
prayed for her. Many days, her response was to open her eyes, smile or utter a 1-4 word response.  However, 
one day several months ago, a near miraculous event occurred.  While holding her hand & speaking to her, she 
awoke out of her “Alzheimer’s Fog” and spoke lucidly in complete sentences.  Ed said it was just like speaking 
to the Delores of past years.  After reminiscing about the past, Ed asked if she recalls his prayers for her + the 
prayers from IHM & LCR.  Delores responded yes to both & said she could feel the prayers & felt this current 
situation was one result.   

 Delores also wanted to thank all on the IHM & LCR Prayer Teams for their many prayers in her behalf.  Ed 
also expressed his thanks.  [Note:  this event lasted only ~90 minutes,  afterwards she returned to her 
“Alzheimer’s Fog”.  Since then, there have been brief moments of lucidity and verbal comprehension but 
nothing approaching those 90 minutes.] 

 Delores remains in home hospice & is currently in her 10th month.  Although she is very frail, she is stable. 

 

Me:  I also would like to extend my great appreciation for all of the prayers said in my behalf.  I also can “feel” 
them,  They help to sustain me in my “down moments” & motivate me to strive forward. 

I have 2 prayer requests, One is a Prayer of Thanksgiving,  As some of you know, I recently became a Grandpa 
again.  Lars Roland was born just before Thanksgiving about 2 weeks early at 9 lb, 5 oz.   
I have not seen him yet but hope to in the near future, 

My second request is for my Mom.  After being home for a while she has relapsed.  Her congestive heart failure 
has worsened, she has developed infections in her urinary tract + gallbladder and has frequent anxiety / panic 
attacks.  She is hospitalized. 

All in all, a VERY BIG THANK YOU To Everyone on the Prayer Team from the 5 of us! 

 

Peace, FH&L,  

Marty Kochevar 



Page 7 

THANK YOUS // LCR NEWS 

To: Lutheran Church of the Resurrection  

From: First Lutheran Church, Cincinnati 

Epiphany greetings, 

Thank you for the generous amount of toiletries, hats, gloves and other personal 
items that your  faith community donated to First. Each year  these items are 
distributed to people we serve in our neighborhood either through our Christmas Day 
Breakfast or our monthly Clothing Closet distributions.  

The people of First would also like to express our appreciation for the end of 
year gift of $500 we received. We continue to be exper iencing an active time of 
growth and restoration. This means that there are always tangible needs that arise in 
our day to day ministry. Know that your gift will be put to good use in the days to 
come.  

We appreciate your ministry on the east side of Cincinnati and the many other distant 
places you are able to touch in Jesus’ name. We are stronger and better together as we 
seek to make the name of Christ known throughout the world! 

Your partners in the Gospel, 
Pastor Brian Ferguson and the people of First Lutheran, Cincinnati 

THANK YOU LCR: 

LCR’s catechism students and their families  hosted 
the Annual Baked Potato Dinner on January 26, and 
raised over $550 to support the Wernle Youth and 
Family Treatment Center in Richmond, Indiana.  In 
addition to making a financial donation, diners wrote 
prayers and supporting words on cards.  Wernle will 
distribute these cards to their youth, and their prayers 
and sincere messages stay with the youth long after 
departing Wernle. The catechism group would also 
like to gratefully acknowledge the Ziska family for 
once again donating all the potatoes.   We thank you 
and bless you all for supporting such a worthy 
mission! 

 

SYMPATHY:  We offer our 
sympathy to Marty Kochevar at 
the death of his mother,  Lillian 
Kochevar. 

New Council Members 
 
COUNCIL: 
President:  Kris Kant 
Vice President:  Steve Ahrenholz 
Secretary:  Julie Pahutski 
Treasurer:  John Meyer 
FINANCIAL SUPPORT: 
Financial Secretary:  Tom Litterski 
Accountant:   Bethanne Rammel 
COMMITTEE CHAIRS: 
Building & Grounds:      Dan Syvertsen 
Caring Ministry Team:     Vicki Harper 
Endowment Fund:      Jim Michaelis 
Fellowship:       Asa Durtsche 
Finance & Budget:      Alicia Gates  
Inviting & Welcoming:    Ben Morris 
Long Range Planning:     Shared Leadership 
Memorial:       Peggy Nordone 
Outreach Ministry:      Cindy Zorn & Alyson Best 
Parish Education:      Amy Altenau 
Stewardship:       Dan Tandy 
Worship & Music:      Kay Luccasen 
 

Many thanks to Steve Ray who had served as our council 
president for the last two years. 
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President of the Congregation: Kris Kant, 513-233-9676 

    E-mail:  President@lcresurrection.org 

Pastor, Nicole Kelly  Home Phone:  513-394-6648 

    E-Mail:  pastorkelly@lcresurrection.org 

Pastor, Henry Zorn:  Home Phone:   513-624-0892 

                           E-mail:  pastorzorn@lcresurrection.org 

Church Office Secretary:                                Karen Leupen, 513-919-2720 

     E-mail:  karen@lcresurrection.org 

Music Director /                                                  Matthew Mauro, 419-351-0984 

 Adult Choir Director:                                E-mail: musicdirector@lcresurrection.org 

Praise Worship Director:                                                Lee Ann Barkman, 513-233-9423 

    E-mail:  jnmusic@lcresurrection.org 

Bishop,  Suzanne Darcy Dillahunt E-mail:  BishopSDillahunt@southernohiosynod.org 

Caring Ministry Needs:                                                         Angie McKenzie, 513-442-4735 

    E-mail:  mckenzr@yahoo.com 

Prayer Chain:                                                             Pastor Zorn or Pastor Nicole (see above) 

Ramblings:                           E-mail:  karen@lcresurrection.org 
        

RAMBLINGS  is a monthly publication from Lutheran Church                      
of the Resurrection, a congregation of the Southern Ohio Synod, 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
1950 Nagel Road, Cincinnati, Ohio  45255 

                              Phone:          513-474-4938 
                              Fax:              513-474-4934  

Church Office Hours:  9 a.m. until 1 p.m. Monday through Friday 
  Web Site: www.lcresurrection.org 

                                E-Mail address:     info@lcresurrection.org 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT:   
Lutheran Church of the Resurrection strives to be:   

A COVENANT based congregation,  NURTURING spiritual growth and 

WELCOMING all into Christ’s community through  

Word, sacrament and love. 

VALENTINE’S DAY BAKE SALE 

Lutheran Church of the Resurrection 
A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran church in America 

1950 Nagel Road 
Cincinnati OH  45255 

VALENTINE’S 
DAY BAKE 

SALE 
 

The Navajo Lutheran School 
support team will hold their 
annual Valentine homemade 
cookie sale on Saturday, 
February 8 & Sunday 
February 9. Plan on 
picking up some real 
homemade delights that will 
amaze and delight your 
favorite valentines. There 

will be a cookie to feed the pickiest gourmet cookie palate. 
Probably one to nourish your own inner cookie passion!  
Choose a favorite from an extravagant display of enticing 
cookies and candies to have or to share on Valentines Day. 
All proceeds will go towards supporting programs at the 
Lutheran mission school and center. 


