
Moving Mountains to End Hunger 

November 23, 2020 

Steve Jones 

 

PROVERBS   11:25 

A generous person will prosper. 

Whoever refreshes others will be refreshed. 

  

I think I experienced a minor touch of poverty as a child.  It only takes a touch to develop a long 

memory. 

  

Our family moved to Southern Ohio when I was 5.  My father did not have a job.  The four of us 

were helped by a family friend who rented us a one bedroom home with running water but no 

bathroom.  It was neat for a 5 year old because it was at the front of an auto junk yard.  I can 

still recall the smell of rust as I often sat behind the wheel of a variety of cars and always drove 

a winning race car.  We only lived there a year, my father got a full time job and then we had a 

house with water and a tub.  I was never hungry. 

  

The world was not as large then and I remember my mother helping out neighbors in our new 

town who had problems. 

  

We also regularly made a weekend trip to Whitley County Kentucky.  My father’s sister and her 

husband were the last family living in the last coal company house.  They had 10 children, no 

running water and not a blade of grass around a small weathered house with no paint.  We 

took bags of groceries on each trip.  They had no car for years, so my father would save the kids 

the ½ mile walk to the water and make trips in the car. 

  

As a 6-10 year old……visits were always exciting.  There were rattlesnake sittings, bobcat 

screams, short walks into coal mines, seeing my uncle come home with his premature wrinkled 

face filled with a hundred lines of damp coal dust and any number of other fun things. My uncle 

was killed in an accident when I was 10 and the family then moved to town.  Their life was 

never easy but three of my cousins attended some college and one of their son’s is now a 

doctor. 

  

My experiences and my parent’s actions for their family and others in our community made me 

more aware and understanding of poverty but I often wonder if it made me more generous. I 

remember when my parents passed numerous folks in the town noted how generous they had 

been.  Do I do enough? 

  



It is so easy to be focused on work, homelife and a million of other things.  One of those 

millions of things on our list should be to pass along how generosity impacts not just the 

receiver, but the giver.  Our generosity can be food for the body or support for another’s soul 

while supporting our soul. 

  

I appreciate that our church community supports so many activities of food, shelter and 

emotion. 


